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Executive summary 

European Union (EU) is the Guest of Honour at this year’s World Book Fair being held at Pragati Maidan 
from January 6th and is ongoing till January 14th. Recognizing media as one of the key influencers to 
shape mindsets and raise awareness, an extensive engagement with the art and 
culture/events/education reporters of tier-I mainline/regional publications as well as with the online and 
electronic media is one of the key pillars of this campaign.   
 
We initiated meaningful conversations to gauge the interest of the journalists for initiating stories around 
the European Union’s participation and the list of activities organized at the World Book Fair by EU. We 
also looked at exclusive interactions for the winners of EU Prize for Literature and were able to garner 
select interviews with Ms. Kallia Papadaki, Mr. Jasmin B. Frelih, Mr. David Machado and Mr. David 
Foenkinos in publications like The Hindu, The Statesman, The Pioneer and Dainik Bhaskar.  
 
We also leveraged the key activities in the media on the likes of lazy Sundays of literature, writing 
workshops, panel discussions, meet the author and live orchestra performance.  
 
Basis the media outreach we were able to achieve the numbers in print, online and broadcast as listed 
below:  

Print- 31 

Mainline 15 

Regional  16 

Online- 18 

Broadcast - 1 
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With a major focus on environment and climate change, the 45th edition of New Delhi 

World Book Fair is all set to begin from Saturday. 

To be held at Pragati Maidan and co-organised by the National Book Trust (NBT) and ITPO, 

the Theme Pavilion will highlight various environment-related issues like climate change, 

global warming, water pollution and other relevant matters.  

"Environment is a topic which needs to be given more attention. We need to focus more on 

this subject, generate more awareness for our better future. A especially designed Theme 

Pavilion has been made this year from environmental-friendly material like bamboo, cane, 

jute and others," NBT Chairperson Baldeo Bhai Sharma said at a press conference. 

The fair also marks the return of a publisher from Pakistan as last year only one distributor 

had set up a stall. However, Sharma sought to downplay this, stating that there are many 

other international publishers participating in the book fair and urged visitors to show equal 

interest on them. 

"Why focus only on Pakistan? There are so many publishers from India who have good 

books in Urdu; there many publishers from abroad who have good offerings. The focus 

should be on all the publishers participating at the book fair," Sharma said. 

The annual book fair will see around 800 publishers from across the country in different 

languages. The event, spread over 30,000 sq m, will have more than 1,500 stalls. 

However, NBT Director Rita Chowdhary told IANS that number of stalls have marginally 

reduced because of the renovation work at the Pragati Maidan. 

"We have received large number of applications for participation this year, but we couldn't 

allot stalls to all. The space has reduced compared to last year because of the construction 

work. This has certainly affected us," Chowdhary stated. 

This edition will see the European Union as the Guest of Honour. The especially designed EU 

pavilion will showcase the rich and dynamic European culture and literature. The EU 

member states will exhibit select publications in English and other European languages and 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/world-book-fair-to-begin-from-saturday-focus-on-environment-118010400844_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/world-book-fair-to-begin-from-saturday-focus-on-environment-118010400844_1.html


 

will organise panel discussions, talks, workshops, children's activities, screening 

of short films, special photo exhibits as well as cultural and musical performances. 

Apart from the European Union, the fair will also see participation from other countries like 

Egypt, Mexico, Nepal, Sri Lanka, UAE, Britain and others. 

The book fair will also have a pavilion dedicated to reading material for children. The 

pavilion will have a number of activities like seminars, panel discussions, storytelling 

sessions, workshops on creative writing and illustrations among others will be organised by 

the National Centre for Children's Literature, a wing of NBT. 

The author's corner will feature prominent literary faces like Ruskin Bond, Rakshanda Jalil, 

Jairam Ramesh, Seema Mustafa, Jerry Pinto, Michael Creighton, Paro Anand, Bulbul Sharma, 

Prerna Bindra, Ranjit Lal, Gillian Wright and many others. 

FAQs: 

Entry fee: Rs 20 (children) Rs 30 (adults) 

Timing: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Tickets: Available at Pragati Maidan Gate Nos 1 and 10; Online; At select Metro Stations. 

--IANS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Publication: The Indian Express 

Headline: 26th World Book Fair to focus on environment, climate change 

Date: Jan 4, 2018 

Link:  http://www.newindianexpress.com/pti-news/2018/jan/04/26th-world-book-fair-to-

focus-on-environment-climate-change-1744500.html 

 

New Delhi, Jan 4 (PTI) Burning environment issues like climate change, global warming, 
and water pollution will be the main theme for this year's New Delhi World Book Fair.  

With 'Environment and Climate Change' as its main theme, the 26th edition of the annual 
book fair, will be held here at Pragati Maidan from January 6. 

Organised by National Book Trust, in association with ITPO, the event's Theme Pavillion 
will have an international rights exhibition of nearly 500 titles published in English, Hindi, 
and other Indian languages. 

"During the fair, discussions, conversation with authors and environmentalists will be 
organised where the experts will discuss ways through which environment can be saved 
from further deterioration," the organisers said in a statement. 

This year's book fair will host European Union as the Guest of Honour Country. The 
specially designed EU pavillion will showcase the rich and dynamic European culture and 
literature. 

The EU member States will exhibit publications in English and other European languages. 

The fair will also witness panel discussions, talks, workshops, children's activities, 
screening of short films, special photo exhibits as well as cultural and musical 
performances, the organisers said. 

Apart from the EU nations, more than 40 countries including Belgium, Canada, China, 
Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, Pakistan and United Kingdom will participate in the 
book fair. 

In author's corner, visitors can get to interact with some of the well-known writers like 
Ruskin Bond, Jerry Pinto, Michael Creighton, Paro Anand, Mridula Garg and Ranjit Lal 
among others. 

The author interactions will be held at five 'Author's Corners' in 'Reflections' (Hall 11), 
'Conversations' (Hangar over lake), 'International Events Corner (Hall 7A), 'Lekhak Manch' 
(Hall 12-12A), and 'Sahitya Manch' (Hall 8). 

The annual event will come to an end on January 14. PTI MAH TRS .  

This is unedited, unformatted feed from the Press Trust of India wire.  
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Publication: Jagran  

Headline: Mega Book Fair will be inaugurated by Javedkar 

Date: Jan 4, 2018 

Link:  https://www.jagran.com/delhi/new-delhi-city-javdekar-will-start-world-book-fair-

17306416.html 
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Publication: The Indian Express  

Headline: New Delhi World Book Fair 2018: The 8-day extravaganza begins from January 6 

Date: Jan 4, 2018 

Link: http://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/books/new-delhi-world-book-fair-2018-

dates-and-details-5011464/ 

This year, in the New Delhi World Book Fair, more than 35 countries will be participating as 
publishers. (Source: Praveen Khanna/The Indian Express) 

 

 

The New Delhi World Book Fair (NDWBF), which has emerged as one of the most significant 

events in the publishing world, will be held in the Capital during January 6-14 at Pragati 

Maidan. The fair, organised by National Book Trust, India, promotes titles, trade, co-

publication titles and – above all – the habit of reading. The fair serves as a meeting point of 

readers and publishers and had started in 1972 with only 200 participants. Over the years it 

has grown exponentially and had 886 and 800 participants as publishers in 2016 and 2017, 

respectively. The fair’s theme was ‘Manushi’ and had focused on writings on and by women 

from ancient times till the present. Considering the ramifications of climate change and in a 

bid to promote the same, this year the theme of the event is “Environment & Climate 

Change” 

http://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/books/new-delhi-world-book-fair-2018-dates-and-details-5011464/
http://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/books/new-delhi-world-book-fair-2018-dates-and-details-5011464/
http://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/books/delhi-world-book-fair-kicks-off-with-nearly-800-publishers-as-participants-4464765/


 

Scores of people, every year, make their way to the World Book Fair. The event 

also witnesses participation from major publishing houses all across the globe. Much like 

other years, there is a lot to look forward to in its 45th year and more than 35 countries will 

be participating. Amidst tension between India and Pakistan, only one Pakistani publisher 

would be participating in the event this year. The organisers, however, are hopeful that the 

presence of books from the neighbouring country will spread cheer among readers. 

Although just one Pakistani publisher would be participating in 2018 and only one stall has 

been taken up, the organisers are hopeful it would bring cheer among readers. Last year 

too, only one distributor from Pakistan had participated in the book fair. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Publication: The Pioneer  

Headline: 26th World Book Fair to focus on environment 

Date: Jan 5, 2018 

Link: http://www.dailypioneer.com/city/26th-world-book-fair-to-focus-on-

environment.html 

Burning environment issues like climate change, global warming, and water pollution will be 
the main theme for this year’s New Delhi World Book Fair. 

With ‘Environment and Climate Change’ as its main theme, the 26th edition of the annual 
book fair, will be held here at Pragati Maidan from January 6. 

Organised by National Book Trust, in association with ITPO, the event’s Theme Pavilion will 
have an international rights exhibition of nearly 500 titles published in English, Hindi, and 
other Indian languages. 

“During the fair, discussions, conversation with authors and environmentalists will be 
organised where the experts will discuss ways through which environment can be saved 
from further deterioration,” the organisers said in a statement. 

This year’s book fair will host European Union as the Guest of Honour Country. The specially 
designed EU pavilion will showcase the rich and dynamic European culture and literature. 

The EU member States will exhibit publications in English and other European languages. 

The fair will also witness panel discussions, talks, workshops, children’s activities, screening 
of short films, special photo exhibits as well as cultural and musical performances, the 
organisers said. 

Apart from the EU nations, more than 40 countries including Belgium, Canada, China, 
Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, Pakistan and United Kingdom will participate in the book 
fair. 

In author’s corner, visitors can get to interact with some of the well-known writers like 
Ruskin Bond, Jerry Pinto, Michael Creighton, Paro Anand, Mridula Garg and Ranjit Lal among 
others. 

The author interactions will be held at five ‘Author's Corners’ in ‘Reflections’ (Hall 11), 
‘Conversations’ (Hangar over lake), ‘International Events Corner (Hall 7A), ‘Lekhak Manch’ 
(Hall 12-12A), and 'Sahitya Manch’ (Hall 8). The annual event will come to an end on January 
14. 
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Publication: Times of India  

Headline: World Book fair promises to be green with EU as guest  

Date: Jan 5, 2018 

Link: https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/book-fair-promises-to-be-green-with-

eu-as-guest/articleshow/62372682.cms 

File Photo 
NEW DELHI: The New Delhi World Book Fair 2018, on the theme of "environment and 
climate change", will take place between January 6 and January 14 at the Pragati Maidan. 
The guest of honour for the 'green' fair will be the European Union, which will host an 
environmental protection photo exhibition at the venue.  
Apart from showcasing more than 600 books on environment, the fair will also be putting 
eco-fiction books on its shelves. Highlighting this year's theme, there will be discussions and 
conversation with authors on climate change and environment issues.  
 
As part of this, the theme pavilion on Hall 7 will feature India's 'traditional affinity' to 
sustainability. In all, over 800 publishers are expected to participate in the 13-day event, 
where over 20 countries from across the European Union will be present with a delegation 
of publishers, editors and authors. Popular Indian writers like Ruskin Bond, Narendra Kohli, 
Jerry Pinto and Paro Anand will hold talks at the fair this year.  
 
To promote reading habits, National Book Trust of India has started an initiative called "Har 
Haath Ek Kitaab" (Books in Every Hand). NBT has also roped in Akashvani, Doordarshan and 
all FM channels to publicise the event. To spread awareness among the masses, a themed 
calendar has also been designed which will talk about important aspects like cleanliness and 
safeguarding animals, birds, water, air and trees.  
 
Cultural presentation has been a popular segment of the fair in the past and this year too, 
there will be special performances showcasing India's traditional as well as classical art 
forms. While Padma Bhushan awardee Sonal Mansingh will choreograph a classical fusion 
piece on conservation of our natural resources, folk singer Malini Awasthi will sing folk-
songs in Hindi dialects like Awadhi and Bundeli.  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/book-fair-promises-to-be-green-with-eu-as-guest/articleshow/62372682.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/book-fair-promises-to-be-green-with-eu-as-guest/articleshow/62372682.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Delhi-World-Book-Fair
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/climate-change
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Pragati-Maidan
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/European-Union
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/National-Book-Trust-of-India


 

 
With the aim to promote Indian books abroad and to facilitate business interactions to 
buy/sell translation rights between Indian and foreign publishers, NBT will be organising 
New Delhi Rights Table and January 8 and 9 at the venue itself.  
 
The Rights Table would provide a unique opportunity for publishers from across the world 
to meet each other on a one-to-one basis and to finalise their interest and agreements for 
transfer of translation rights available in English, Hindi and other Indian languages.  
 
 
 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Publication: Navbharat Times   

Headline: World Book Fair will begin from Tomorrow  

Date: Jan 5, 2018 

Link: https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/metro/delhi/other-news/world-book-fair-will-

begins-from-tomorrow/articleshow/62370484.cms 
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Publication: New Kerala.com   

Headline: World Book Fair to begin from Saturday, focus on environment 

Date: Jan 5, 2018 

Link: https://www.newkerala.com/news/fullnews-308997.html 

New Delhi, Jan 4 : With a major focus on environment and climate change, the 45th 
edition of New Delhi World Book Fair is all set to begin from Saturday.  

To be held at Pragati Maidan and co-organised by the National Book Trust (NBT) and ITPO, 

the Theme Pavilion will highlight various environment-related issues like climate change, 

global warming, water pollution and other relevant matters.  

 

"Environment is a topic which needs to be given more attention. We need to focus more on 

this subject, generate more awareness for our better future. A especially designed Theme 

Pavilion has been made this year from environmental-friendly material like bamboo, cane, 

jute and others," NBT Chairperson Baldeo Bhai Sharma said at a press conference. 

 

The fair also marks the return of a publisher from Pakistan as last year only one distributor 

had set up a stall. However, Sharma sought to downplay this, stating that there are many 

other international publishers participating in the book fair and urged visitors to show equal 

interest on them. 

 

"Why focus only on Pakistan? There are so many publishers from India who have good 

books in Urdu; there many publishers from abroad who have good offerings. The focus 

should be on all the publishers participating at the book fair," Sharma said. 

 

The annual book fair will see around 800 publishers from across the country in different 

languages. The event, spread over 30,000 sq m, will have more than 1,500 stalls. 

 

However, NBT Director Rita Chowdhary told IANS that number of stalls have marginally 

reduced because of the renovation work at the Pragati Maidan. 

 

"We have received large number of applications for participation this year, but we couldn't 

allot stalls to all. The space has reduced compared to last year because of the construction 

work. This has certainly affected us," Chowdhary stated. 

 

This edition will see the European Union as the Guest of Honour. The especially designed EU 

pavilion will showcase the rich and dynamic European culture and literature. The EU 

member states will exhibit select publications in English and other European languages and 

will organise panel discussions, talks, workshops, children's activities, screening of short 

films, special photo exhibits as well as cultural and musical performances. 

 

Apart from the European Union, the fair will also see participation from other countries like 

https://www.newkerala.com/news/fullnews-308997.html


 

Egypt, Mexico, Nepal, Sri Lanka, UAE, Britain and others. 

 

The book fair will also have a pavilion dedicated to reading material for children. The 

pavilion will have a number of activities like seminars, panel discussions, storytelling 

sessions, workshops on creative writing and illustrations among others will be organised by 

the National Centre for Children's Literature, a wing of NBT. 

 

The author's corner will feature prominent literary faces like Ruskin Bond, Rakshanda Jalil, 

Jairam Ramesh, Seema Mustafa, Jerry Pinto, Michael Creighton, Paro Anand, Bulbul Sharma, 

Prerna Bindra, Ranjit Lal, Gillian Wright and many others. 

 

FAQs: 

 

Entry fee: Rs 20 (children) Rs 30 (adults) 

 

Timing: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

 

Tickets: Available at Pragati Maidan Gate Nos 1 and 10; Online; At select Metro Stations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Publication: Nyooz   

Headline: Climate change, global warming issues to dominate Book Fair 

Date: Jan 5, 2018 

Link: https://www.nyoooz.com/news/delhi/1001583/climate-change-global-warming-

issues-to-dominate-book-fair/ 

Summary: Organised by National Book Trust, in association with ITPO, this will be 

the 6th edition of the annual book fair titled 'Environment and Climate Change. The 

book fair will host European Union as the Guest of Honour Country this time. In the 

backdrop of rising pollution level in the Capital, the theme of this year's New Delhi  

World Book Fair, which is set to kick start from Saturday, will be based on issues like 

climate change and global warming. This book fair is a medium to develop cultural 

ties between India and European countries." Apart from the EU nations, more than 

40 countries including Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, 

Pakistan and United Kingdom will participate in the book fair.  

In the backdrop of rising pollution level in the Capital, the theme of this year's 

New Delhi World Book Fair, which is set to kick start from Saturday, will be 

based on issues like climate change and global warming. Organised by National 

Book Trust, in association with ITPO, this will be the 6th editi on of the annual 

book fair titled 'Environment and Climate Change. "During the fair, discussions, 

conversation with authors and environmentalists will be organised where the 

experts will discuss ways through which environment can be saved from further 

deterioration," the organisers said in a statement. The book fair will host 

European Union as the Guest of Honour Country this time. "The specially 

designed EU pavillion will showcase the rich and dynamic European culture and 

literature," they said. While addressing the media, Ambassador of European 

Union to India Tomasz Kozlowski said that this book fair is a remarkable event 

not only for India but for other countries also , As Reported By DNAIndia .  

 

According to the Newspaper,"It has a very high reputation of  creating 

awareness and bringing change in the society. This book fair is a medium to 

develop cultural ties between India and European countries." he said. Apart 

from the EU nations, more than 40 countries including Belgium, Canada, China, 

Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, Pakistan and United Kingdom will participate 

in the book fair. Among the expected visitors, there are renowned authors 

including Ruskin Bond, Jerry Pinto, Michael Creighton, Paro Anand, Mridula 

Garg and Ranjit Lal among others. Apart from this, there will be panel 

discussions, talks, workshops, children's activities, screening of short films, 

special photo exhibits as well as cultural and musical performances. WHAT’S 

LINED UP Apart from book fair, there will be panel discussions, talks, 

workshops, children’s activities, screening of short films, special photo exhibits 

as well as cultural and musical performances.  

https://www.nyoooz.com/news/delhi/1001583/climate-change-global-warming-issues-to-dominate-book-fair/
https://www.nyoooz.com/news/delhi/1001583/climate-change-global-warming-issues-to-dominate-book-fair/


 

 

 

Publication: Amar Ujala    

Headline: Book Fair will teach lesson on Climate Change  

Date: Jan 5, 2018 

Link: https://www.amarujala.com/delhi-ncr/world-book-fair-will-teach-lessons-of-

environment-and-climate-changes 
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Publication: News 18    

Headline: World Book Fair starts from Jan 6th; Focus on Environment 

Date: Jan 5, 2018 

Link: https://hindi.news18.com/news/nation/world-book-fair-begins-from-january-6-in-

new-delhi-1220863.html 
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Publication: The Sunday Guardian         

Headline: Publishers from 35 countries at Delhi’s World Book Fair 

Date: Jan 6, 2018 

Link: http://www.sundayguardianlive.com/books/12252-publishers-35-countries-delhi-s-
world-book-fair 

The 46th edition the New Delhi World Book Fair (NDWBF), with “Environment and Climate 

Change” as its main theme, began this Saturday at Pragati Maidan. The annual book fair, 

which culminates on 14 January, is hosting some 1,600 stalls put up by leading publishers 

from across the world, and is likely to attract decent footfall over the weekend.  

 

Spread across halls 7, 11, 12 and 12A of Pragati Maidan, the event is playing host to 
hundreds of international players. Indeed, the European Union is the fair’s “country of 
focus” this year. 

The NDWBF is known for promoting socially-relevant themes. Last year, the fair’s central 
theme was “Manushi”, and the events were designed around writings on and by women, 
from the ancient days till the present. This time around, the focus is on the environment. 
Issues like climate change, global warming and water pollution will be among the subjects 
addressed at the many debates, talks and lectures lined up for the nine-day festival. 

Author Kallia Papadaki, winner of the European Union Prize for Literature 2017, and Sunita. 

In accordance with the larger theme, an environmental protection photo exhibition has 
been put up at the venue. Another special exhibition on European literature, entitled Books 
from Europe, features on the event’s Narain, an environmentalist, are among the special 
guests at this year’s fair. Narain is expected to speak about her recently launched book, 
Conflicts of Interest, which give a personal account of her battles as part of the country’s 
green movementbilling for this year.   

Visitors can look forward to special events organised by European publishers. There’s also 
the EU Prize Winners Writing workshop led by Kallia Papadaki, David Machado, Osvalds 
Zebris on 9 January. The launch of a Hindi translation of Anthology of Contemporary German 
Short Stories will take place on 11 January. A special exhibition, titled All the Beauties in the 
World, 
will also take place at the EU pavilion. This exhibition will talk about the life and work of 
Jaroslav Seifert, a well-known Czech poet and philosopher who was awarded the Nobel 
Prize for literature in 1984. 

Literature for children remains one of the prime interests for the publishing industry 
worldwide. The EU Pavilion will have a special section for children—featuring activities like 
reading sessions, workshops and tutorials on doing illustrations for children’s books. 

As part of Bonjour India 2017-18, a bilateral cultural programme between India and France, 
the NDWBF will also host French authors and thinkers. Internationally acclaimed 
writer David Foenkinos will contribute to a meaningful dialogue to discuss the past, present 
and future of Indo-French literary ties. He will participate in an event named 

http://www.sundayguardianlive.com/books/12252-publishers-35-countries-delhi-s-world-book-fair
http://www.sundayguardianlive.com/books/12252-publishers-35-countries-delhi-s-world-book-fair


 

“Lazy Sunday of Literatures” on 7 January, and in “Being a publisher in  a Digital 
Age” on  8 January, along with 11 other European authors, for an afternoon of readings and 
interactions. This Indo-French collaboration aims at increasing the numbers of translations 
of French contemporary fiction and non-fiction titles into Indian languages, and fostering a 
long-term partnership between Indian and French publishers. 

Publishers and authors from more than 35 countries, including Belgium, Canada, China, 
Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, and the United Kingdom, are participating in this edition 
of the World Book Fair. 

Along with great literature, people visiting the fair can also enjoy numerous non-literary 

cultural activities. The presentation of India’s varied culture has been an important segment 

of the fair in the past. This year, special performances have been planned to showcase 

India’s traditional as well as contemporary art forms.  

One Pakistani publisher, too, is part of the NDWBF this year. “There is a good demand of 
books from Pakistan. Readers have always liked and appreciated their writing. So this year, 
the publisher has returned. May be just one but we’re hopeful that this will be a good 
indication,” National Book Trust of India (NBT), Director Rita Chaudhary told IANS. Last year 
too, only one distributor from Pakistan had participated in the book fair. 

With this year’s fair, the NBT has also started an initiative called “Har Haath Ek Kitaab” [A 
book in every hand] to promote the habit of reading among people. 

The fair will also witness a range of panel discussions, talks, workshops, children’s activities, 
screening of short films, special photo exhibits as well as cultural and musical performances. 
In author›s corner, visitors will get to interact with some well-known writers, such as Ruskin 
Bond, Jerry Pinto, Michael Creighton, Paro Anand, Mridula Garg and Ranjit Lal among 
others.  

The World Book Fair also provides an international platform to regional languages of India. 
Writers and publishers from the vernacular space see this as a welcome opportunity to 
interact, connect with and learn from their Western counterparts. To facilitate this 
knowledge exchange, the NBT is organising a “New Delhi Rights Table”, from 8-9 January, a 
B2B forum of sorts for Indian and foreign publishers. Transfer of publishing rights across 
international borders will be the main issue addressed at the Rights Table. 

Along with great literature, people visiting the fair can also enjoy numerous non-literary 
cultural activities. The presentation of India’s varied culture has been an important segment 
of the fair in the past. This year, special performances have been planned to showcase 
India’s traditional as well as contemporary art forms. The Padma Bhushan awardee Sonal 
Mansingh will be choreographing a classical fusion piece on conservation of our natural 
resources at the fair; and singer Malini Awasthi will be performing folk songs in Hindi 
dialects like Awadhi and Bundeli. 
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NEW DELHI:  It was a sunny winter afternoon at the Delhi World Book Fair which saw 
thousands of bibliophile gather at the city's one of the most-awaited fairs. 
 
Themed around 'Environment and Climate Change', the 26th New Delhi World Book Fair 
opened on Saturday with a call for increased awareness and efforts to protect the 
environment. 
 
The nine-day annual event sees book sellers, publishers and book lovers from all parts of the 
country and abroad gathering at Delhi's Pragati Maidan. 
 
This year, the New Delhi Book Fair was inaugurated by environmentalist Sunita Narain, 
European Union ambassador to India Tomasz Kozlowski and National Book Trust chairman 
Baldev Bhai Sharma. 
 
On Sunday with the weather remaining pleasant, booklovers started coming to the fair late 
afternoon. Many of the publishers this time had decorated there stalls keeping a match with 
the theme of this year's book fair - "environment and climate change". 
 
Like other years, this year too, it was children who kept the Delhi Book Fair lively with their 
enthusiasm and keen interest in books. Although Harry Potter, Game of Thrones, Enid 
Blyton and Ruskin Bond remained prefered pick for children, Book Fair 2018 also sas an 
increase in demand of comic series and fable tables. 
 
Six-year-old Nael Khan who was already holding a copy of colouring book was hopping from 
one stall to another searching for Vikram Betal series. This was his first visit to book fair and 
his excitement seemed no boundaries. 
 
"I am very happy to be here. There are so many colourful stalls and so many books. I want to 
buy as many books possible. I love reading fable tales, they are very interesting. I also want 
to buy books on Akbar-Birbal stories," Nael said. 
 
The World Book Fair 2018 has a dedicated theme pavillion in Hall 7 E with books in English, 
Hindi and other Indian languages on environment-related issues like climate change, global 
warming, water and air pollution. 
 
Over 20 European Union countries are participating with a delegation of publishers, editors 
and authors. The EU pavilion also showcases some of the latest publications in English and 
other European languages along with panel discussions, talks, photo exhibits and cultural 
performances. 
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Apart from the EU nations, more than 40 countries including Canada, China, Egypt, Pakistan 
and United Kingdom are participating in Delhi Book Fair 2018. 
 
In authors corner, visitors can get to interact with some of the well-known writers like 
Ruskin Bond, Jerry Pinto, Michael Creighton, Paro Anand, Mridula Garg and Ranjit Lal among 
others. 
 
 
COMMENTS 

Being held at Pragati Maidan and co-organised by the National Book Trust (NBT) and ITPO, 
the annual New Delhi World Book will continue till January 14. 
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Representative Photo 

NEW DELHI: With pretty much all books available on digital platforms today, book shops 

across the city are pulling down their shutters but the World Book Fair remains an exception 

to this trend, even after four decades since it began in Windsor Place. The 26th edition of 

the capital's annual affair with books is here and book lovers are thronging to explore the 

wares.  

Madhur Malhotra from Oxford University press said that the fairs have now turned into the 

primary site for exploring new books. "Crowds continue to swell. People may purchase the 

books later online but here they come to look for titles they might be unaware of. The touch 

and feel of physical books can't be replaced," Malhotra added.  

 

While the nine-day long event features over 800 publishers, the fair seems to be primarily 

catering to a young population with every second visitor being a parent accompanying kids. 

Rajiv Singh, a banker visiting the fair with his nine-year-old son Advay, said it was also a 

medium to live their childhood again. "We have brought Amar Chitra Katha collections that I 

used to read in my childhood," Singh said.  
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Many visitors attributed the continued interest in fairs to a wide range of books 

being available under one roof, for others it is a chance to collect rare editions. The 

availability of titles in other languages is a major attraction for some.  

 

The fair hosts an exclusive children's pavilion called Bal Mandap that hosts activities and 

workshops, attracting schoolchildren in big numbers. Dwipendra Kumar, who manages the 

Mandap, said that the idea was to inculcate the reading spirit in children.  

 

This year's partner is the European Union, and 32 authors from 13 EU countries will be 

visiting the gathering. Many visitors in the partner pavilion were disappointed to find that a 

large number of titles were just for display. 

Arundhati Devtoshale, the translator of Swedish children's books in Hindi, said that the 
children's books from another culture bring a different perspective to storytelling. "Swedish 
imagery focuses on nature while we focus on mythology," she said.  
 
Another special feature attracting the crowd is the illustrated art sections and books. A large 
number of new startups and entrants are featuring their art doubling as books. Shruti from 
Tara books — which has a strong presence abroad with bestselling titles like illustrated Sita's 
Ramayana — said that readers don't get the feel of quality of print or illustrations in online 
medium. "For our genre, the physical presence is necessary," she opined.  
 
For the serious bibliophiles, five author's corners have been set up where interactions with 
likes of Ruskin Bond, Devdutt Patnaik, Bishan Singh Bedi, Jerry Pinto, Michael Creighton, 
Mridula Garg and Ranjit Lal would be held in the next week. 
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Themed around 'Environment and Climate Change', the 26th New Delhi World Book Fair 
opened on Saturday with a call for increased awareness and efforts to protect the 
environment. 
 
The 9-day annual event was inaugurated by environmentalist Sunita Narain, European Union 
ambassador to India Tomasz Kozlowski, National Book Trust chairman Baldev Bhai Sharma and 
Madhu Ranjan Kumar, Joint Secretary, Minister of Human Resource Development. 
 
Addressing the visitors through video conference, HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar said that 
climate change awareness is important as humans have exploited Earth beyond its limits. 
 
We have taken more from the Earth than it could offer. It is about time we realised the importance 
of awareness, and it won’t be possible without collective efforts – by not wasting electricity, water, 
by taking a bicycle to travel or by walking more instead of using petrol and diesel-run vehicles. 
 
Prakash Javadekar, HRD Minister  

 
 

Author-environmentalist Sunita Narain also spoke strongly about the effects of climate 
change and the need for awareness, calling it the "biggest threat faced by the poorest of the 
poor". 
 
The Western world is talking and negotiating about environment change, they are holding 
meetings while here in India, we are witnessing climate change with extreme cold, extreme drought 
and extreme rains. It is no more an upcoming event, climate change is here. And the worst affected 
are the poorest people, the farmers, the marginalised. We don’t need to be told about climate 
change, we are living it. 
 
Sunita Narain  
 
The book fair has a dedicated theme pavillion in Hall 7 E with books in English, Hindi and 
other Indian languages on environment-related issues like climate change, global warming, 
water and air pollution. 
Kozlowski also emphasised the role of books in spreading awareness. 
 
The most important aspect of a book fair is the participation for the general public, and with the 
event’s theme of environment and climate change, we hope to spread the message to as many 

https://www.thequint.com/news/india/delhi-world-book-fair-opens


 

people as possible. The fair has a very high reputation of creating awareness and 
bringing change in society. It is a medium to develop cultural ties between India and the European 
countries. 
 
 
Tomasz Kozlowski  
Over 20 European Union countries will participate with a delegation of publishers, editors 
and authors. The EU pavilion will also showcase some of the latest publications in English 
and other European languages along with panel discussions, talks, photo exhibits and 
cultural performances. 
Apart from the EU nations, more than 40 countries including Canada, China, Egypt, Pakistan 
and United Kingdom will participate in the book fair. 
In the authors’ corner, visitors get to interact with some of the well-known writers like 
Ruskin Bond, Jerry Pinto, Michael Creighton, Paro Anand, Mridula Garg and Ranjit Lal among 
others. 
The author interactions will be held at five Authors Corners in Reflections (Hall 11), 
Conversations (Hangar over lake), International Events Corner (Hall 7A), Lekhak Manch (Hall 
12-12A), and Sahitya Manch (Hall 8). 
Many big-wigs of Delhi and the book addicts (obviously) took to Twitter to share their 
excitement. 
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Headline: In the World of Words… 
Date: Jan 9, 2018 
Link: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi/in-the-world-of-
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From importance of global themes to concerns related to translation, different 

strands of literature came together during an engaging discussion at the 

ongoingWorld Book Fair 

The ongoing World Book Fair in Pragati Maidan warmed up this past Sunday with 

an engaging discussion called “Lazy Sunday of Literature”. It saw the participation 

of best-selling French author David Foenkinos whose book “La délicatesse” has 

been translated in Hindi as “Nazakat” by Prabhat Ranjan. France is also the focus 

country at this year’s edition. 

Along with Foenkinos, a host of European authors were also present at the event. 

The discussion ranged from analysing the common global themes to the 

adaptation of their works as films. Discussing the common global themes, 

Foenkinos impressed upon the need to write on climate change. Foenkinos said 
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that it was incumbent upon writers and artists to familiarise people about 

the dangers of climate change. He further added that India and France were 

committed to the protection of climate. 

Foenkinos said that writing something which could suit the world audience is 

easier said than done especially when the readers world over receive the work 

differently. Talking about the adaptation of his another book “The Erotic Potential 

of My Wife” into a film, the author said, “German readers found it sweet, whereas 

the film made Spanish readers inquisitive enough that they started asking 

questions about my personal sex life (laughs). The most strange were the people of 

Japan who did not laugh at all during the screening of the film but they told me 

later that they found it very hilarious. This made me conjecture that perhaps 

Japanese don't laugh publicly.” 

German author Norman Ohler, writer of “Blitzed: Drugs in Nazi Germany” , a 

historical non-fiction, was also a part of the discussion. Dwelling upon the global 

themes he said that he found it very interesting to know the implications and 

influences of the Second World War on different countries as it was a conflict 

which hardly left any country untouched. 

Reading from the book, he underlined a meeting between Adolf Hitler and 

Mussolini in July 1943, where Mussolini could not utter a single word during the 

meeting as Hitler kept speaking non-stop under the influence of a drug. He 

highlighted the fact that contrary to popular belief, the Nazi leader was a drug 

addict who who would consume drugs to attain an euphoric state. 

Agreeing to the fact that writers world around have an inherent fear of losing the 

essence of their work in the process of translation and adaptation of their works, 

the panellists said the confidence in the translator is paramount. Austrian author 

Dorothea Nurnberg, who is known for her poetry cycles, “Consciousness in 

Becoming” added that it is only a poet who can translate poetry, as the genre 

involves metaphorical understanding of the original poem which a non-poet may 

find difficult to deal with. 

Seconding the observation of Nurnberg, Ranjan said, “Translating a novel is always 

easier than translating a poem as nuances of the poetry get lost in the process of 

translation.” He further said that internet and technology has made it far easier for 

translators to translate. “I relied on Google and YouTube to translate some of the 



 

French phrases.” He maintained that the context and issues of the novel also 

matter a lot. “The central issue of ‘Nazakat’ is uncertainty and fragility of human 

lives, which is a very universal idea. Francoise, all of a sudden, dies in a road 

accident leaving his wife pining for her loss. This uncertainty is part and parcel of 

human lives all around the world.” Asked if Foenkonis felt satisfied with the 

translation of his work, Ranjan said, “Absolutely, he actually wants me to translate 

another book of his as the sales of ‘Nazakat’ were pretty good last year.” 
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